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Timeline of 2018 trade war started by Donald

Trump
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US President Donald Trump has rattled
the world trade order this year by seeking to
renegotiate the terms of some of the United
States' trading relationships, in particular with
China. He has imposed tariffs on some imports,
in turn sparking retaliatory action by other
countries, raising fears of a global trade war.

The following tracks the tit-for-tat trade
actions and threats in 2018:

Jan 22: U.S. President Donald Trump
slaps steep tariffs on imported solar panels and
washing machines.

Feb 4: China launches an anti-dumping
and anti-subsidy investigation into imports of
sorghum from the U.S.

Feb 27: China removes anti-dumping and
anti-subsidy duties on U.S. white-feathered
broiler chickens, ending a years-long dispute
between the world's largest economies after a
World Trade Organization ruling in January.

March.8: U.S. President Donald Trump
presses ahead with import tariffs of 25 percent on
steel and 10.percent on aluminum, exempting
Canada and Mexico.

March 23: United States implements
tariffs on steel imports (25 percent) and
aluminum (10 percent). Grants exemptions for
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Mexico and
the European Union.

March 26: The European Union launches
an investigation into whether U.S. import tariffs
warranted measures to prevent mainly Asian
producers flooding Europe with steel. The EU

could implement provisional measures tariffs or
quotas in July.

April 2: China increases tariffs by up to
25 percent on 128 U.S. products, from frozen
pork and wine to certain fruits and nuts, in
response to U.S. duties on aluminum and steel
imports

April 3: Washington proposes 25 percent
tariffs on some 1,300 industrial -technology,
transport and medical products from China worth
$50 billion to try to force changes in_Beijing's
intellectual property practices.

April 4: Beijing retaliates, threatening.25
percent-additional tariffs on 106 U.S.-goods
worth $50 billion.

April18: China slaps hefty anti-dumping
deposits on imports of U.S. sorghum as Beijing
continued its probe into dumping of the grain.

April 30: U.S. President Donald Trump
postpones the imposition of steel and aluminum
tariffs on Canada, the European Union and
Mexico until June 1, and says herhas reached
agreements _for permanent_.exemptions for
Argentina; Australia and Brazil.

May 17: EU leaders propose-discussions
with Washington to remove tariffs on industrial
products, including cars, to prevent a potential
trade war.

May 19: Beijing dropped its anti-
dumping probe into imports of U.S. sorghum
amid concerns about rising costs and financial
damage at home.
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May 22: The World Trade Organization
says Japan, Russia and Turkey have warned the
United States about potential retaliation for its
tariffs on steel and aluminum. Russia said the
U.S. tariffs would add duties of $538 million to
its annual steel and aluminum exports. Japan puts
the sum at $440 million and Turkey puts it at
$267 million.

May 23: A World Trade Organization
filing shows India has launched a complaint
against the United States to challenge U.S. tariffs
on steel and aluminum.

May 31: Canada says it will impose
retaliatory tariffs on C$16.6 billion of U.S.
exports from July 1 until the United States lifts its
OWnN measures.

June 1: The United States introduces
import quotas for steel from Argentina, Brazil
and South Korea to replace tariffs. It also
introduces an import quota for aluminum from
Argentina. It permanently exempts Australia
from the steel and aluminum tariffs.

June 5: Mexico imposes tariffs with
immediate effect on American products ranging
from steel to pork and bourbon in response to
import duties on metals adopted by the United
States.

June 8: China imposed temporary anti-
dumping measures on imports of broiler chicken
from Brazil after finding that the domestic
industry had been substantially damaged.

June 15: The U.S. Trade Representative's
(USTR) office revises its China tariff list,
targeting $34 billion of goods for tariffs to take
effect on July 6, deleting flat panel television sets,
air conditioning parts and some aluminum alloys.

June 16: China says it will impose
additional tariffs on 659 U.S. goods imported into
China that are worth $50 billion, in response to a
U.S. announcement it will levy tariffs on Chinese

imports. Goods China imports from the United
States

June 18: Trump threatens to impose a 10
percent tariff on $200 billion of Chinese goods.

June 21: India, world's biggest buyer of
U.S. almonds, raised import duties on the nuts
and other items, a government order said.
Additional import duties have been levied on 29
US goods.

June 22: Trump threatens Europe with a
20 percent tariff on all U.S. imports of cars
assembled in the European Union. The United
States currently imposes a 2.5 percent tariff on
imported passenger cars from the European
Union and a 25 percent tariff on imported pickup
trucks. The EU currently imposes a 10 percent
tariff on imported U.S. cars.

June 26: China said it will remove import
tariffs on animal feed ingredients including
soybeans, soymeal and rapeseed on supplies from
five Asian countries, a sign Beijing is seeking
alternative supplies of the commodities as its
trade dispute with the United States escalates.
Trump says the U.S. government is completing a
study about increasing import tariffs on cars from
the European Union.

June 27: Trump says he will use a
strengthened version of a U.S. national security
review committee to curb Chinas acquisitions of
U.S. firms with sensitive technologies, taking a
softer line on investment restrictions.

July 06: A trade war between the world’s
two largest economies officially began on Friday
morning as the Trump administration followed
through with its threat to impose tariffs on $34
billion worth of Chinese products, a significant
escalation of a fight that could hurt companies
and consumers in both the United States and
China.



