
 

The Post-American World, by Fareed Zakaria, talked 

about the rise of the rest of the world. The first sentence 

of this penetrative book set the tone: 

 “This is not a book about the decline of America, but rather about 

the rise of everyone else. 

 “Rather than narrowly obsessing about our own short-term interests 

and interest groups, our chief priority should be to bring these rising forces 

into the global system, to integrate them so that they in turn broaden and 

deepen global economic, political, and cultural ties. If China, India, 

Russia, Brazil all feel that they have a stake in the existing global order, 

there will be less danger of war, depression, panics, and breakdowns. 

There will be lots of problems, crisis, and tensions, but they will occur 

against a backdrop of systemic stability. This benefits them, but also us. 

It’s the ultimate win-win. 

 To bring others into this world, the United States needs to make its 

own commitment to the system clear. So far, America has been able to 

have it both ways. It is the global rule-maker but doesn’t always play by 

the rules. And forget about standards created by others. Only three 

countries in the world don’t use the metric system—Liberia, Myanmar, 

and the United States.  For America to continue to lead the world, we will 

have to first join it..” 

—From Post-America World by Fareed Zakaria • in Newsweek magazine • May 12, 2008 
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