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Tokyo Olympics to begin July 23 next year after delay due to virus 

By Ayano Shimizu, KYODO NEWS 

 8 hours ago - 00:22  

https://english.kyodonews.net/tokyo/news/2020/03/2d92197efc74-breaking-news-ioc-tokyo-games-organizers-to-hold-talks-

about-olympic-schedule.html 

 

 The Tokyo Olympics will be held from 

July 23 to Aug. 8 in 2021, organizers said 

Monday, after they were forced to make an 

unprecedented decision last week to postpone the 

quadrennial sporting extravaganza for about a 

year in response to the global coronavirus 

pandemic. 

 The Paralympic Games will take place 

between Aug. 24 and Sept. 5, 2021 in the 

Japanese capital, said the organizers, who 

decided from among several proposed time 

frames, including springtime, to avoid major 

conflicts with the international sports calendar. 

 "The first-ever postponement of the 

games has brought up challenges and problems. 

But I'm sure that deciding the new dates quickly 

will allow us to speed up our preparations," 

Tokyo Games organizing committee President 

Yoshiro Mori told a press conference in Tokyo 

after agreeing on the new schedule with the 

International Olympic Committee in a 

teleconference. 

 "We also thought it will take time to hold 

qualifications and for the athletes to prepare for 

them," said Mori, given that more than 40 percent 

of competitors were yet to book their spots for the 

Olympics, initially due to begin July 24. 

FEATURE  

https://english.kyodonews.net/kyodo_news
https://english.kyodonews.net/tokyo/news/2020/03/2d92197efc74-breaking-news-ioc-tokyo-games-organizers-to-hold-talks-about-olympic-schedule.html
https://english.kyodonews.net/tokyo/news/2020/03/2d92197efc74-breaking-news-ioc-tokyo-games-organizers-to-hold-talks-about-olympic-schedule.html


 He said that a longer delay was necessary 

to fight the pneumonia-causing virus, and added 

that staging the Olympics and Paralympics during 

the summer vacation will allow more ticket 

holders to watch the sports at venues and more 

volunteers to assist with operations. 

 "Now that we have decided, we have an 

unwavering resolve to go forward," Mori said. 

 The organizing committee's CEO, 

Toshiro Muto, said he expects that the 

competition schedule will not change drastically 

from the one planned for this summer. 

 While staging the games in the summer 

of 2021 was considered a challenge because it 

may overlap with the swimming and athletics 

world championships, Muto said the IOC has 

determined that it is possible to move the dates of 

the worlds. 

 IOC President Thomas Bach said in a 

statement, "With this announcement, I am 

confident that, working together with the Tokyo 

2020 organizing committee, the Tokyo 

metropolitan government, the Japanese 

government and all our stakeholders, we can 

master this unprecedented challenge." 

 A task force established by the Tokyo 

2020 organizing committee charged with 

handling the delay opted for a similar time frame 

in 2021 in order to use existing plans for the 

games as much as possible. 

 The announcement of the new dates, 

approved by the IOC Executive Board, was 

welcomed by athletes as well as officials from the 

municipalities that will stage the Olympic and 

Paralympic events. 

 In Sapporo, which is scheduled to hold 

the marathon and race walking events, Masayuki 

(A worker removes a sign promoting the Tokyo Olympic torch relay at the Aichi prefectural government office in Nagoya on 
March 25, 2020.) 



Nakata, a city official in charge of sports, said he 

is relieved to hear that the Olympics will take 

place during the summer. 

 "It is easier for us to prepare because it 

will take place during the same time of year," he 

said. 

 A town official in Ichinomiya, Chiba 

Prefecture, which will stage the surfing 

competitions, said, "All we need to do is continue 

with our preparations. We need to notify the 

residents who live near the beach and others 

involved, but I do not think it will be a problem 

because the season is the same." 

 Boxer Tsukimi Namiki, who earned an 

Olympic berth in the women's flyweight 

competition, said the change in schedule will not 

influence her training for the games. 

 "No matter when the Olympics start, 

what I'm supposed to do is train to claim the gold 

medal. I'm excited to compete at the Olympics 

next year," she said. 

 Japan, which had seen relatively few 

cases of coronavirus infections until late March, 

was coming under mounting pressure from 

athletes and sports organizations around the 

world to reschedule the games due to escalating 

health concerns and the virus' impact on training 

and Olympic qualification. 

 Last Tuesday, Japanese Prime Minister 

Shinzo Abe and Bach agreed to postpone the 

games but keep the "Tokyo 2020" branding 

despite the yearlong delay. 

 The Olympic flame will remain burning 

in Japan after arriving as scheduled from Greece 

on March 20 as cases of coronavirus infection 

spiked across the globe and calls for Olympic 

postponement intensified. 

 The Summer Games had never been 

postponed in its 31 editions since the first modern 

Olympics in 1896, although they were canceled 

in 1916, 1940 and 1944 due to war. 

 The Tokyo Olympics are set to be the 

largest in history, with over 10,000 athletes 

competing in 339 events across 33 sports should 

the current program remain the same. 

The following is a chronology of major 

events related to the Tokyo Olympics and 

coronavirus outbreak. 

Sept. 7, 2013 -- Tokyo wins bid to host 2020 Summer 

Olympics. 

Jan. 24, 2014 -- Tokyo Olympic organizing 

committee established. 

June 9, 2017 -- International Olympic Committee 

approves official Olympic program featuring 339 

events across 33 sports. 

May 9, 2019 -- First Olympic ticket lottery starts in 

Japan. 

Oct. 16 -- IOC announces plan to relocate marathon 

and race walking events to Sapporo due to heat 

concerns. 

Jan. 30, 2020 -- World Health Organization declares 

coronavirus outbreak a Public Health Emergency of 

International Concern. 

Feb. 4 -- Tokyo Olympic organizing committee sets 

up task force to deal with coronavirus outbreak. 

Feb. 27 -- IOC President Thomas Bach says IOC 

"fully committed" to holding Olympics on schedule. 

March 11 -- WHO calls coronavirus outbreak a 

"pandemic." 

March 12 -- Olympic flame lighting ceremony held at 

site of ancient Olympia in Greece without spectators. 

U.S. President Donald Trump suggests postponing 

Tokyo Olympics for one year. 

March 13 -- Greek leg of Olympic torch relay 

canceled over fear of spreading virus. 

March 22 -- IOC says it will consider alternative 

scenarios for Olympics, including postponement. 

March 24 -- Bach, Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo 

Abe agree to postpone Tokyo Olympics by one year. 

March 30 -- IOC, Tokyo organizers agree to hold 

Olympics from July 23 to Aug. 8, 2021. 

 

 


