FEATURE
China’s 19th Party Congress

Xi pledges ‘new era’ in building
moderately prosperous society
At 19th Party Congress, General Secretary Xi
Jinping unveils breakthrough theory to guide
China’s future
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eneral Secretary Xi Jinping pledged on
Wednesday to usher in a new era in
building socialism with Chinese
characteristics
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Speaking at the opening session of the
Communist Party of China’s 19th National
Congress, Xi laid out his vision for an
increasingly prosperous China as the country
embarks on a journey to build a “great modern
socialist country”.
“This is a new historic juncture in
China’s development,” said Xi, general secretary
of the CPC Central Committee. It will be an era
that sees China moving closer to center stage and
making greater contributions to mankind, he
added.
During the session, Xi unveiled
“Thought on Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics for a New Era”, which analysts
said is the most important improvement on the
original theory raised over three decades ago.
The congress, whose opening on
Wednesday was attended by 2,338 Party
delegates and specially invited delegates, is the
country’s most important political meeting in five
years. The delegates will deliberate on and adopt
an amendment to the Party’s Constitution, and
they will also elect the Party’s 19th Central

General Secretary Xi Jinping prepares to address the
19th National Congress of the Communist Party of
China, which began on Wednesday in the Great Hall
of the People in Beijing. Xi delivered a report on
behalf of the CPC's 18th Central Committee.
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and the people’s ever-growing needs for a better
life, Xi said.
The needs to be met in order for the
people to live a better life are increasingly broad,
Xi said, and that not only have the people’s
material and cultural needs grown, their demands
are increasing for democracy, rule of law, fairness
and justice, security and a better environment.

“We must regard as
our goal the people’s
aspirations to live a
better life,” Xi said.
Committee and Central
Discipline Inspection.
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In the report, Xi outlined a two-step
approach to build China into a great modern
socialist country after the completion of building
a moderately prosperous society in all respects by
2020.
China will make sure that socialist
modernization is basically realized from 2020 to
2035. From 2035 to the mid-21st century, China
will develop into a great modern socialist country
that is prosperous, strong, democratic, culturally
advanced, harmonious and beautiful, Xi said.
By then, China will have become a global
leader in terms of composite national strength and
international influence. Common prosperity for
everyone will be basically achieved, Xi said.
Xi pointed out that the two-step approach
is an important part of the new Thought, a longterm guide to action the Party must adhere to and
develop.
In his report, Xi listed a 14-point basic
policy that underpins the endeavors to uphold and
develop socialism with Chinese characteristics in
the new era.
The principal contradiction facing
Chinese society has evolved to be the one
between unbalanced and inadequate development

It is the first time that the definition of the
principal contradiction set 36 years ago has been
changed. The Sixth Plenary Session of the 11th
CPC Central Committee held in 1981 said that the
principal contradiction facing Chinese society
was the one between “the ever-growing material
and cultural needs of the people and the
backwardness of social production.”
The report drew up a road map of
developing a modernized economy and socialist
democracy, building stronger cultural confidence
and improving the people’s -well-being.
“We must regard as our goal the people’s
aspirations to live a better life,” Xi said.
Having
gained
overwhelming
momentum in its fight against corruption, the
Party is determined to secure a “sweeping
victory” over “the greatest threat” to the Party, he
said
According to Xi’s report, China will set
up a central leading group for advancing lawbased governance in all areas, which is aimed at
exercising unified leadership over the initiative to
build the rule of law in China.
The CPC will take effective measures to
prevent the loss of State assets, and ensure State
assets “maintain and increase” their value, Xi
said, while calling for furthering reform of Stateowned enterprises.
Stressing it is imperative that China
develop a modernized economy, Xi described
supply-side structural reform as the main task,
and urged more efforts for better quality, higher

efficiency and more robust drivers of economic
growth.
In his report, Xi reaffirmed China’s
commitment to building a community with a
shared future for mankind. “No matter what stage
of development it reaches, China will never seek
hegemony or engage in expansion,” he said.
Xi pledged that China will significantly
ease market access, further open service sectors
and protect the legitimate rights and interests of
foreign investors.
China’s socialist democracy is the
broadest, most genuine and most effective
democracy to safeguard the fundamental interests
of the people, Xi said.
Li Zhongjie, former deputy director of
the Party History Research Center of the CPC
Central Committee, said Xi’s report has drawn an
overall blueprint for the country’s development in
the following decades.
Zhu Lijia, a professor of public
administration at the Chinese Academy of
Governance, said Xi’s report has set the new
orientation for the country’s development, which
“has historic significance”.
The “Thought on Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics for a New Era” is an important
improvement on the theory of socialism with
Chinese characteristics, which was put forward in
the early 1980s, he said, adding that the judgment
is based on China’s domestic and international
situation.

